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Foreword 
 
First of all I wish to convey my thanks to all the staff, both national and international, 
who worked hard to succinctly compile information on Bobonaro district in the 
Bobonaro Profile 2002.  This report is intended to convey the actual situation of the 
district and all the activities carried out during the period from October 2000 until 
March 2002 (the transition phase). 
 
There are several priority sectors, including education, health, agriculture, economy 
(small business) and infrastructure.  During the first year humanitarian aid was given to 
all the local residents through International NGOs who supplied food and material for 
emergency/temporary housing throughout the district.  This work was then enhance by 
giving opportunities to community groups to put in proposals which reflect the real 
needs of the community, and giving directives to the international staff through these 
proposals, extended by bilateral aid such as Aus Aid, USAid, CEP and others.  With 
these efforts, there have been many changes to the living patterns of the community, 
which have taken place in phases.  There has also been credit given by the Ultramarino 
National Bank and the Asian Development Bank to small business people in each 
district, and even to remote villages. 
 
One matter which needs to be given attention is that, through the transition period, all 
administration was undertaken by the central government, and the districts only carried 
out directives from the central government programs in accordance with the situation in 
each district.  The role of the government in the regions is only as a facilitator and a 
mediator between the community and the donor countries through bilateral aid. 
 
This district profile report is more focused on conveying information about the 
conditions of Bobonaro district, which can be used as a reference and as a guide in 
planning the district program in the short, medium and long term.  This report is far 
from comprehensive, but with this general presentation, readers are invited to be more 
observant and form a more complete analysis of the Bobonaro district. 
 
Finally, for all who parties who have worked to collect this information, I wish to 
express my thanks. 
 

 
 
 

 District Administrator for Bobonaro, 
 
 
 João  Vicente 
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GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION 
 
The district of Bobonaro is located at: 

8°  48’ LS – 9° 15’ LS 
 

124°  55’BT – 125° 24’ BT 
 
The borders of Bobonaro district are as follows: 
 
- Border with Liquiça district to the north 
- Border with Covalima and Ainaro districts to the south 
- Borders with Ermera and Ainaro districts to the east 
- Borders with the province of Nusa Tenggara Timur to the west 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
Bobonaro district is situated at a height of between 0 and 1934 metres 
above sea level, spread from low lying plateaus on the coast to the tallest 
peak, Mount Tapo.  In general, Bobonaro district is divided between 3 
plateau areas: 
 
1. Low Lying Plains: 

Located in the northwest area where there are desert and rice fields 
starting from Marobo as well as plains along the length of the Nunura 
River. 

 
2. Low Mountain Plateau: 

In the north of the west section, 1000 metres above sea level. 
 
3. Upland Plateau: 

In the east and south reaching 1500 metres above sea level. 
 
In Bobonaro district the tallest mountains are: 
- Mount. Tapo at 1 934 metre. 
- Mount. Leber at 1 403 metre. 
- Mount. Tulo at 1 285 metre. 
 

AREA 
 
Bobonaro district has an area of 1 368.12 km2, and consists of 6 sub-
districts.  Lolotoi sub-district has an area of 211.86 km2, Bobonaro sub-
district 203.12 km2, Cailaco sub-district 184.38 km2, Atabae sub-district 
273.12 km2, Balibo sub-district 293.75 km2 and Maliana sub-district 
201.89 km2. 
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CLIMATE 
 
According to the climate classification of Sehmith Ferguson, the 
Bobonaro region is classified as type C and D with a Muson Climate, 
also affected by the seasons of the Australian continent.  The wet season 
falls from October to April with rainfall for the 5 (five) wet months 
(above 1000mm) and no rain during 7 (seven) dry months (under 
1000mm). 
 

The minimum temperature is 18° Celsius and the maximum is 32° 
Celsius.  For each different climatic area, every hundred meters altitude 

the temperature drops 0.5° Celsius. 
          

DEMOGRAPHY 
 

Population data for Bobonaro district in 2002. 
Sub-district       Males   Females     Total 

Atabae             4.204          4.900     9.104 

Balibo             4.237          4.281     8.518 

Maliana             9.705          9.621   19.326 

Cailaco             4.143         4.193     8.336 

Bobonaro           10.988        11.174   22.162 

Lolotoi             3.435          3.418     6.853 

Total           36.712        37.587   74.299 

    

          
          

SOCIAL STRUCTURE 
 
In efforts to formulate a social structure and social life, both materially 
and spiritually, the government together with the community will 
implement social welfare measures in several sectors linked with the 
community.  These measures are primarily directed towards overcoming 
basic social welfare problems such as poverty, backwardness, inertia, 
social depravation and victims of natural disasters.  This section presents 
some of these basic social welfare problems, and which ones represent 
important parts of the social welfare measure which are being carried out 
by the government and the community together. 
 
During the Indonesian government times in Bobonaro district there was 
one orphanage until 1999, but in this era of East Timorese government 
there is no orphanage in Bobonaro district. 
  

Ethnic Groups / Language 
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In Bobonaro district there are three known dialects (Bunak, Kemak, 
Bekais). Bunak is the language spoken by the majority of the population 
in Bobonaro sub-district, generally also in Lolotoi, and by some of the 
community in Maliana.  
Kemak is the language spoken by the people of Cailaco sub-district, in 
Atabae and by some of the population Balibo and Bobonaro.  Bekais is 
spoken by some of the population in Balibo.  Tetun is East Timor’s 
national language, in general the people in Bobonaro district understand 
and can speak Tetun.  Indonesian in the national language in Indonesia, 
and was used for the 24 years that Indonesia ruled East Timor.  In the era 
of the new East Timorese government it is an additional language.  
Portuguese has now become the official language, but only the older 
generation can speak it.  Now, however, it is being taught at primary, 
junior high and secondary high schools.   
 

Political Organisations : Political Parties 
 
After the dispersion of the Conselho Nasional Timorensse (CNRT) there 
is no longer just one political organisation, instead there are several 
political parties which are registered in Bobonaro district and carried out 
campaigns for the constitutional assembly elections on the 30 August 
2001. 
 
There are seven political party organisations registered in Bobonaro 
district, including: Fretilin, UDT, PSD, PD, ASDT, PST, and Kota. 
          
Political party leaders at the district level: 
 
Fretilin    : Jose Andrade 
UDT    : Acacio Martins de Araujo 
PSD    : Amilcra Tavares 
PD    : Domingos Caiero 
ASDT    : Domingos de Jesus (Mau Lamas) 
PST    : Jose da Conceição 
Kota    : Carlito Gomes 
     

ECONOMY 
The economy in Bobonaro district is primarily based in the agricultural 
sector, the trade sector, the public service, private employment (NGOs) 
etc.  Given these circumstances, economic income is as follows: 
 

I. Agricultural sector: 
1. Vegetables/fruit:  

In 2000/2001 there were lots of vegetables and fruit sold in the 
Maliana market, and in other sub-districts, however there was a 
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lack of buyers, so the vegetables available were not all sold.  In 
2001/2002, the sales of fruit and vegetables increased, meaning 
that all stock is sold. 

       
2. Meat: 

Beef sold in 2000-2001, 1 animal every 2/3 days.  In 2002 beef 
cuts were being sold at the rate of 1 or 2 animals per day, and the 
average meat sold is 350 kg per day (all stock sold). 

       
3. Fish: 

In 2000-2001 fish sales at the Maliana market decreased, and 
stocks were not all sold due to a decrease in buyers.  In 2002, fish 
sales have increased, and all stocks have been sold. 

        
4. Standards of dress 

In the Indonesian government times, the community was attired 
neatly and cleanly, as economic stability was above average 
(there were many civil servants, police and military) and the 
income from agricultural produce increased. 
In 2000-2001 the community has been dressed below standard as 
regards neatness and cleanliness, and there was a food shortage 
as a result of the destruction of the Bobonaro district economy in 
1999. 
However in 2002, community attire will return to normal 
compared to 2000-2001. 

 

II.   Trade: 
  

  1. Shops and stalls: 
 In 1998-1999 the number of traders who owned shops in 
Bobonaro district was 44 (shops and stalls), including: 

           - Maliana Sub-district: 31 traders 
           - Bobonaro Sub-district: 4 traders 
           - Cailaco  Sub-district: 1 trader 
           - Balibo Sub-district: 4 traders 
           - Atabae Sub-district: 4 traders 
           - Lolotoe Sub-district: - 
 
           In 2000-2001 the number of traders opening shops and stalls in 

Bobonaro district, particularly in Maliana sub-district, was 3 with 
shops and 24 with stalls. 

          In 2002 the number of traders/business people with shops in 
Bobonaro district, especially in Maliana sub-district, was 5 with 
shops and 80 with stalls (from several sub-districts), with more of 
them in Maliana.  
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2. Cooperatives and village cooperatives: 

In 1998-1999 in Bobonaro district there were 25 cooperatives 
(according to type of business) and 7 village cooperatives 
(according to status).  This included: 

           Maliana  Sub-district: 23 cooperatives and 2 village cooperatives. 
           Cailaco Sub-district: 1 cooperative and 1 village cooperative. 
           Bobonaro Sub-district: 2 cooperatives and 1 village cooperative. 
           Balibo Sub-district: 1 cooperative and 1 village cooperative. 
           Atabae Sub-district: 1 cooperative and 1 village cooperative. 
           Lolotoe Sub-district: 1 cooperative and 1 village cooperative. 
 

      In 2002 the number of cooperatives in Bobonaro district was 3, 
OMT Cooperative and Nove-Nove Cooperative were in Maliana sub-
district.  
        
3. Civil service in Bobonaro district: 

In 1999 there were 2458 civil servants in Bobonaro district. In 
2000-2003 there are 598 permanent civil servants and 24 
temporary civil servants in Bobonaro district.  The total number of 
civil servants is 622 (the majority are teachers). 
 

4. Apart from USAid, Aus Aid, Oxfam, etc., CEP has also done a lot 
of work in Bobonaro district.  It has implemented projects for 
clean water, irrigation, supply of hand tractors, rice milling 
machines, and small community business in 6 sub-districts 
through credit.  The total funds spent by CEP in phase I for the 6 
sub-districts of Bobonaro district was US $300,000.00.  For phase 
II the funds spent totaled US $700,000.00.  So the total funding 
provided by CEP for Bobonaro district was US $1,000,000.00. 

 
 
 
 

5. Projects which have been implemented in Bobonaro district: 
No Project name Total funding Source of fund 

(US$) 
  Managed by Comments 

1 Irrigation Maliana I 10,000.00 World Bank Community Completed 

2 Irrigation Maliana II 20,000.00 World Bank Community Completed 

3 Access Road 
Colegio-Bulobo 

8,000.00 World Bank Community Completed 

4 Irrigation 
Leobalo/Anapal 

   502.00 World Bank Community Completed 

5 Irrigation Ba’aco 9,700.00 World Bank Community Completed 

6 Irrigation Tebabui 12,700.00 World Bank Community Completed 

7 Access Road 
Marobo 

12,500.00 World Bank Community Completed 



 10 

8 Irrigation Bilimau & 
Halecou 

950,000.00 TFET Contractor Underway 

9 Irrigation Mautalo 8,000.00 USAID Community Completed 

10 Irrigation Lotan 9,000.00 USAID Community Completed 

11 Maliana Library 19,082.00 Portuguese 
Mission & 
City Council 

Contractor 
Maliana 

Completed 

12 Maliana Market & 
Bus terminal 

16,646.00 AUSAID Community Completed 

13 Radio Maliana 
(RCM) 

20,511.00 USAid Local journalists Completed 

 14  College Dormitory  7,000.00 AUSAID Community Completed 

15 Central Training 
Balibo 

10,600.00 English 
Mission 

Community Underway  

16 Fish cooperative 
Biacou 

15,128.00 Gov. of Japan Community Underway  

17 Female boarding 
house Balibo 

15,065.5 AUSAID Community Underway  

 
 
Notes: for more detailed and complete information about the 
implementation of projects by several donors, see the attached Project   
Overview for Bobonaro District. 

 
Conclusion: according to our observation, the income for the Bobonaro 
district community is increasing. 
 

Cash Crops 
 
The topography of Bobonaro district starts with low lying plains, rising 
to high plateaus.  Due to the district topography, there are many crops 
grown including: 
 

I.   Agriculture: 
a. Food Crops: 

Rice, peanuts, green beans, mung beans, kidney beans, soya 
beans, cassava, sweet potatoes  

 
b.    Forestry/Plantations: 
       Coffee, candle nut, coconut, sandalwood, teak, redwood, oranges, 

mangos, etc. 
 

c. Animal Husbandry: 
Buffalo, cows, horses, goats, sheep, chickens, pigs, dogs, etc. 

 
d.   Fisheries: 
       Raw fish and dry fish.  
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e. Horticulture: 
Vegetables (mustard leaves, kangkung, lettuce, cabbage, onions, 
carrots), fruit (bananas, tomatoes, eggplant, papaya, pineapple, 
cucumber), potatoes, garlic, bombay. 
 

II. Mining/Underground wealth: 
1. Natural gas 
2. Gold / silver 
3. Petroleum etc. 

 
Underground mineral resources such as natural gas, gold, silver and 
petroleum exist in Bobonaro district but it has not yet been determined 
whether the district has the tools to detect these resources. 
 
          

DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES AND NGO/DONOR PROJECTS 
 
Development initiatives now are still being implemented by 
NGOs/donors, particularly in the agriculture, economic, infrastructure, 
education health and other sectors.  Actually development projects 
should be implemented by the Bobonaro district government, but there 
are issues which are obstructing the district government – there is no 
development budget, therefore all development projects, especially rural 
development must be implemented by the existing donors/NGOs such 
as: USAID, AusAID, Oxfam, Worldvison, CEP, Qip, Briths, IRC, 
UNHCR(CESVI), IOM, UNDP,UNOPS etc. 
          
In Bobonaro district there is one new development official who is 
carrying out work in the development sector with an International 
Planning Coordination Officer, working together with NGOs especially 
on development project coordination work, compiling development 
reports for 2002-2005, and lobbying donors with proposals compiled by 
community working groups to obtain funding. 
          
Through lobbying donors, in the end funds have been obtained for 
development projects which were successfully carried out in Bobonaro 
district, including: Maliana market, Maliana library,  Central Youth 
Training Maliana, making a school inventory (chairs for students) for 
primary, junior and senior high schools in Bobonaro district, school 
boarding house for the Maliana college, a male/female boarding house in 
Balibo, Central Youth Training Balibo, Leohitu and Mohak Balibo fish 
ponds, 4 coconut oil machines in Kova Balibo, rice and corn milling 
machines in Atabae, a central coffee cooperative in Lolotoe, carpentry 
workshops in Bobonaro, Molop Bobonaro cooperative, etc. For complete 
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information on all projects, there is an update on ongoing projects or 
projects which were completed by January 2002 attached. 
          

TOURISM IN BOBONARO DISTRICT 
 
Bobonaro district is one of the districts which has a regional strategy for 
tourism.  Keeping this in mind, it is expected that a dynamic, diverse, 
prosperous and supportive tourism industry can be developed, based on 
community initiatives, and an understanding of community needs, 
sensitive to the community and to the environment.  The success of the 
tourism industry depends on structural changes and on the political will 
of policy makers.  Development strategies need to actively support the 
tourism industry, and give needed direction and stipulations to create 
ecologically sustainable development.  Economic benefits will be 
obtained through a process of natural conservation, which is good for the 
host country and for its guests, and must be based on standards of social 
sustainability, economic survival and ecological capacity. 
  
Strategic sites for tourism in Bobonaro District include: Bemanas 
Marobo (Bobonaro), Bemalae, Palaka, Batugade, Maliana College, and 
others.  Bemanas Marobo has functioned since the Portuguese 
government times, however it has experienced a lack of tourists, and was 
used as a practice site for the second line Portuguese Peace Keeping 
Troops.  This site has not been functional since the Indonesian era.  
          
Palaka and Batugade (Balibo Sub-district) are beach areas, and are 
strategic recreation areas for foreign and local tourists.  There is also a 
lake called Bemalai, which is located at the beach, on the border between 
sub-districts Balibo and Atabae.  This is a strategic location for tourism.  
There are also other places such as the Maliana Colegio Infante de 
Sagres, which is not a tourist attraction but is a strategic site for visitors 
due to the High Seminary.  There are plans to establish a Catholic 
University. 
 
In Maliana there will be a hotel, which will become a centre for visits for 
foreign and domestic guests, due to the hotel’s complete facilities. 
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ETPA SECTORAL ACTIVITY 
INFRASTRUCTURE  
     
INFRASTRUCTURE/PUBLIC WORKS 
 
As East Timor is a new country, it is clear that the equipment and 
infrastructure of public works, such as transport, communications, clean 
water, main roads, bridges, office buildings and electricity are much 
needed to speed the development process in the coming era of 
independence.  Before September 1999, Bobonaro was the number 3 
town in East Timor, but in September 1999, Bobonaro became zero: its 
office buildings were destroyed, and its electricity and drinking water 
were cut off by the Pro-Jakarta Militia. 
 
In the era of the New Government (transition), the following had already 
began to be rehabilitated: 
 

Clean Water          
Coming into the year 2002, the community in Bobonaro district already 
enjoys access to clean water, both at district and sub-district level.  It is 
only at certain times that the water flow is interrupted due to heavy rain, 
landslides or broken pipes, and also due to water shortage in the dry 
season.  There is a clean water and sanitation officer (WSS) for intensive 
supervision.  As far as we know, the working region for WSS (ETPA) is 
still limited to Maliana sub-district (in accordance with the national 
mandate) and has not yet reached the sub-district level.  The sub-district 
level is being handled by the NGOs Oxfam and CEP, and we think clean 
water has already been provided to the whole community in 6 sub-
districts.   
The main priorities for clean water in Bobonaro district are: 
1. Rehabilitation of water sources in Beremau, Aikumu, Galusapulo and 

the college in Maliana sub-district. 
2. Rehabilitation of the 6” pipe welding from the water source in 

Beremau to the reservoir for the Maliana Fountain. 
3. Rehabilitation of the Lahomea reservoir.  
4. Looking for a new water source for the Maliana town clean water 

supply. 
5. Rehabilitation of the clean water installation pipes for Manapa and 

Purugua in Cailaco sub-district. 
6. Building a clean water installation from Tata (Hatolia) to Bilimau 

Cailaco. 
7. Rehabilitation of water pipes from Tapo to Bobonaro, Aiasa and 

Malilait. 
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8. Building a new clean water installation in Molop (Bobonaro sub-
district). 

9. Building a clean water installation to Damalaran 8 km.  
10. Rehabilitation of the clean water installation at Leohit (Duaderok 

Raiulun, Ferikatuas, Faturui) and Cova (Lalis, Manehat). 
 

Sanitation 
In Bobonaro district, clean water already reaches all towns, including 
Maliana town and the sub-district towns, meaning that sanitation in each 
Edificio Publico and each school can be upheld.  There are only a few 
primary schools which do not yet have access to clean water as there is 
no school sanitation yet, but this matter is being considered as a priority 
by Oxfam and CEP/WSS.  In other places, such as the Maliana Junior 
High School buildings which have just been built, these buildings will be 
fitted with school sanitation facilities.  They do not yet have access to 
water, however clean water facilities are currently being installed. 
 

Electricity 
In Bobonaro district electricity only functions in Maliana city, including 
the villages Memo and Ritabou, and even this electricity supply has 
faced several obstacles during recent times.  The power station in 
Maliana has 4 generators left by the Indonesian government with a 
capacity of 1881 KW.  The power which has been used up until now has 
only been 200-500 KW from two generators which were operating, 
however now there is only one functioning generator, meaning that the 
electricity produced is not enough to supply Maliana town and its 
immediate vicinity, as the consumer demand is very high and exceeds 
generator capacity, meaning that a rotating roster must be used for each 
line / area. 
          
Atabai power station has been rehabilitated by the Japanese government 
but is not yet operational.  Considering the above, the power priorities 
for Bobonaro district are as follows: 
1. Extra generators and rehabilitation of the Maliana power station so it 

can supply electricity as far as Kailaco sub-district; 
2. Rehabilitation of the Bobonaro power station in Bobonaro sub-

district; 
3. Rehabilitation of the Balibo power station in Balibo sub-district; and 
4. Rehabilitation of the Lolotoe power station which was burnt down 

following the 1999 referendum.   
          

Main Roads 
The main roads in Bobonaro district have existed since Indonesian times, 
including national roads, district roads, secondary roads and there were 
even new roads to the villages opened and graded.  However, due to 



 15 

difficult environmental conditions – the land is not stable enough to 
support roads and the main roads traverse hills and gorges – in the wet 
season many main roads are cut off, and landslides totally prevent any 
motorised transport.   
During the transition phase, maintenance and repairs to roads have 
already been carried out by the Department of Road Services.  There 
have already been developments in the maintenance of roads, but the 
roadworks have only focused on the main roads which are a priority for 
the department, and also for the PKF Battalion.  The Australian and 
Pakistani PKF have already given support to maintenance and repairs to  
roads and bridges from the emergency phase until now, however there 
are still many parts of the road in a critical condition, needing immediate 
repairs. 
 
The sections of main roads which are a priority for Bobonaro district are 
as follows: 
 
1. Rehabilitation of the Batugade – Maliana main road, 40 km 
2. Rehabilitation of the Maliana – Marco – Batas Hatolia ( Ermera ) 

main road, 32 km 
3. Rehabilitation of the Maliana – Bobonaro – Batas Zumalai ( Suai ) 

main road, 30 km 
4. Rehabilitation of the Bobonaro – Batas Atsabe main road, 10 km 
5. Rehabilitation of the Oeleu – Lolotoe – Batas Suai main road, 30 km 
      
There is only one obstacle for the Bobonaro district government – it 
cannot yet accomplish much due to a lack of development funds.  
However, the Bobonaro district government has not just stayed quiet, 
rather it has constantly lobbied the donors for help in road rehabilitation 
for damaged roads to the villages, from organisations such as USAID, 
World Bank, CEP, and also from the agriculture department with the 
agricultural roads project.  As the Department of Road Services only 
focuses on main roads, the priority for the Bobonaro district government 
is on secondary roads which link the main road to the villages – 
especially to isolated villages such as: 
 
1. Rehabilitation of the main road from Bobonaro – Sibuni – Molop, 12 

km 
2. Rehabilitation of the main road from  Lourbia – Atudara – Poerema,  

10 km 
3. Building a bridge on the main road from Maliana – Colegio, 3 km 
4. Building a Box Culvert between Tunubibi – Memo, 3 km 
5. Rehabilitation of the main road from Memo – Saburai, 5 km 
6. Rehabilitation of the main road from Balibo – Cova, 6 km 



 16 

7. Rehabilitation of the main road from Atabae – Rairobo – hataz, 10 
km 

            
All sub-districts are connected to Maliana by main roads, but only Balibo 
and Atabe sub-districts are on the main road to Dili at 71km from 
Maliana.  Cailaco 17 km,  Bobonaro 20 km, and Lolotoi 48 km from 
Maliana. 
Building a bridge from the Bulobo River to Maliana College is a top 
priority for Bobonaro district as in the future Maliana College will be 
developed into a high seminary, and a Catholic University will be built. 

 
Public Works/Buildings and Rehabilitation  
 
In Bobonaro district after the 1999 referendum all facilities from offices 
to private houses were burnt down.  However, thanks to aid from the 

international 
community and 
donors to the 
Transitional 
Government from the 
emergency phase until 
now, during this two 
and a half years, the 
face of Bobonaro has 
began to change.  
Proof of this can be 
seen in: schools, 
hospitals, markets, 

libraries, private houses and public facilities which have been rebuilt and 
other areas which are still going through the rehabilitation process such 
as:  
 
1. Bobonaro District Office 
2. Office of Public Works 
3. Office of Land and Property 
4. Office of Revenue and Border Control 
5. Central Office of Trade  
6. Office of Social Affairs and Work Force 
 
Although Bobonaro district has experienced advances in its development 
process, the following areas still need rehabilitation: 
 
1. Rehabilitation of the Telecommunications Office, so that the 

community can easily access information. 
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2. Rehabilitation of the Post Office, so that postal services can start 
again. 

3. Rehabilitation of East Timor’s television station 
4. Rehabilitation of the department store ( Ruco Maliana ) 
5. Rehabilitation of the Office of Education and Culture 
6. Rehabilitation of the Agriculture Office. 
 
 

AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 
 

1. Crop Production. 
In Bobonaro district, the agriculture sector occupies first place as a 
development priority, because: 
 
1. The majority of the population of Bobonaro district relies on the 

agricultural sector for their livelihood.   
2. The farming potential is quite big, and could become a mainstay 

for improving the socio-economic conditions of the community 
in the district, and of the East Timorese people in general. 
The community in Bobonaro district generally has a twofold 
livelihood, as farmers and as breeders of animals or fishermen. 

 
 
Bobonaro district, seen 
topographically, begins with 
low plains, rising to high 
plateaus/hills, meaning that this 
area is appropriate for 
agriculture and animal 
husbandry.  The most evident 
agricultural enterprise in the 
district is rice fields which exist 
in 5 sub-districts, all except 
Lolotoe sub-district.  However, 
the most rice fields are found in 
3 sub-districts – Maliana, 
Cailaco and Atabae.  The 
agricultural commodities found 
in Bobonaro district include not 
just rice but other equality important commodities including those listed 
in the below table:  
 
 
1. Table : Potential farming area, area planted, area harvested, total 

production and average production of the planting season 1999/2000, 
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                 2000/2001.        
Area Planted 
(ha) 

Area 
Harvested (ha) 

Production 
Ton/ha 

Average 
Production 
(ton/ha) 

No Type of 
Commodity 

Potential 
Farming 
Area (ha) 

1999/
2000 

2000/
2001 

1999/
2000 

2000/
2001 

1999/
2000 

2000/
2001 

1999/
2000 

2000/
2001 

01 02 03 04  05  06  07  

1 Rice 7227 1375 2076 1325 2070 3,313 3726 1,8 2,22 

2 Corn 25.582 6,022 4026 6,022 3000 9,033 6000 1.5 2 

3 Cassava 6230 410 230 410 230 1,230 690 3 3 

4 Sweet potato 3582 117 100 117 92 292,5 230 2,5 2,5 

5 Soya beans 1576  32  30  45  1,5 

6 Mung beans 1.258 10 25 10 20 5 40 0,5 2 

7 Peanuts 4630 25 35 22 35 18 85,5 0,8 2,5 

8 Green beans 234 20 25 20 25 10 12,5 0,5 0,5 

9 Kidney 
beans 

2030 72 126 72 120 144 240 2 2 

10 Bombay 157 15 20 15 20 4,5 40 0,5 2 

11 Garlic  102 14 14 14 16 4,2 32 0,3 2 

12 Potato 126 16 38 16 38 8 114 0,5 3 

13 Non-
irrigated rice 

1,710 350 28 350 16 525 24 1,5 1,5 

14 Chili 142 7,5 8 7,5 8 2,85 6,4 0,38 0,8 

15 Kumis 44 1 2 1 2 0,8 1,6 0,8 0,9 

16 Mustard 
leaves 

38 7 7,5 7 7,5 5,6 5,25 0,7 0,7 

17 String beans 2,28 2 34 2 30 0,6 12 0,3 0,4 

18 Cucumber 72 2 3 2 3 1,2 1,8 0,6 0,6 

19 Carrot 14 2 2,5 2 2,5 1,2 2 0,2 0,8 

20 Tomato 23 2 4 2 4 1,2 2,4 0,6 0,6 

21 Eggplant 19 0,5 2 0,5 2 0,1 0,4 0,2 0,2 

22 Squash 111 1 24 1 24 0,6 14,4 0,6 0,6 

23 Amaranth 18 0,5 2 0,5 2 0,3 0,6 0,6 0,3 

24 Kankung 72 4 6 4 6 1,6 2,4 0,4 0,4 

 
Food consumed by the Bobonaro district community is as follows: 
 
1. Rice and corn as staple foods 
2. Cassava, sweet potato etc. as additional foods 
 
Rice is one of the most important commodities in Bobonaro district.  In 
the district almost every farmer has land for growing rice whether the 
rice is irrigated or non-irrigated. 
 
The harvest for 1997=14 762mt, for 2000=4037 mt and for 2001=4111.5 
mt. The decrease in harvest in 2000 and 2001 was caused by the events 
following the 1999 referendum.  In the aftermath of the referendum, the 
pro-Jakarta militia destroyed or seized buffalos owned by the people, 
hand tractors, hulling machines and milling machines were carried to 
NTT (Atambua). 
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The tractors in Bobonaro district and their owners can be seen in the 
following table. 
        
 
 
 
 
Table: Tractors in Bobonaro district, listed according to sub-district 

Big tractors 
owned 

Small tractors 
owned 

Medium 
tractors owned 

Hulling 
machines 
owned 

Milling 
machines 
owned 

 
No 

 
Sub 
District 

Comm
/Vet 

Gov Comm/
Vet 

Gov+ 
Brig. 

Comm
/Vet 

Gov Comm Gov Comm Gov 

1 Maliana 1 3 77 25 1 - 48 9 18 9 

2 Cailaco - - 19 4 - - 13 - 8 - 

3 Atabae - - 6 2 - - 4 - 1 - 

4 Balibo - - - 1 - - - - - - 

5 Bobonaro - - - 1 - - - - - - 

 Total 1 3 102 33 1 - 65 9 27 9 

 
Exp. : 1. Comm = Community 
          2. Vet = Veterans 
          3. Gov = Government 
          4. Brig = Brigade 
 
3. Table: Potential farming land, area planted and production by sub-

district for 2000, 2001 & 2002. 
Area Planted (ha) Production Sub 

District 
Potential 
farming 
land 

2000 2001 2002 2000 (Mt) 2001 (Mt) 

Maliana 4625 563 1408 1470 1126 2534 

Cailaco 1500 440 550 337 528 708,5 

Balibo 420,5 10 25 21 15 37,5 

Bobonaro 276,5 123 237 107 184,5 355,5 

Atabae 405 250 280 15 400 476 

 7227 1386 2500 2050 2,253.5 4,111.5 

 
In 2000, 2001/2002 the Transitional Government gave out rice 
production infrastructure subsidies as listed in the below table: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 20 

4. Table: Distribution of rice seeds and fertilizer according to year. 
Distribution rice seeds / year      Distribution of fertilizer / year Sub District 

1999/2000 2000/2001 2000/2001 2001/2002 

Maliana 17,25       -     52 27,3 Mt 

Cailaco 16,7       -  11,5  4,6 Mt 

Atabae   8       -    14 4     Mt 

Balibo 4,36       -      -    - 

Bobonaro 7,30       -      5  2,5 Mt 

     79,5 Mt  38,4 Mt 

Apart from the aid listed above there are still other types of aid that are 
equally important, and can be seen in the below table. 
         
6. Table: Distribution of hand tools and mosquito nets 
No Sub 

District 
Hoes Shovels Sickles Carts Pitchforks Mosquito 

nets 

1 Maliana 125 125 125 125 125 350 

2 Cailaco  50  50  50  50  50 200 

3 Atabae  50  50  50  50  50  

4 Balibo  25  25  25  25  25   

5 Bobonaro  50  50  50  50  50  

6 Lolotoe  50  50  50  50  50  

  350 350 350 350 350  

 
Corn plants are the second most important commodity in Bobonaro 
district, as corn is one of the staple foods of for a section of the 
population in the district.  Corn can be planted in all sub-districts in the 
district. 
 

2. Irrigation: 
 
 
From 2000 - 2001 there were several 
irrigation projects being implemented in the 
district, those managed by the community, 
and those managed by contractors, and the 
fund source as well as the amount of funding.  
For a clearer explanation see the below table.  
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a. Table 1: Irrigation Projects, 2000 
No Irrigation being 

rehabilitated 
Total Funds 
(US$) 

Fund source Managed by Notes 

1 Irrigation Maliana I 10,000.00 World Bank Community Completed 

2 Irrigation Maliana II 20,000.00 World Bank Community Completed 

3 Access Road Bulobo 
College 

 8,000.00 World Bank Community Completed 

4 Irrigation Leobalo/Anapal     502.00 ETPA Community Completed 

 Total 38,502.00    

 
b. Table 2: Irrigation Projects, 2001 
No Irrigation being 

rehabilitated/built 
Total Funds 
(US$) 

Fund 
Source 

Managed by Notes 

1 Irrigation Ba’aco 9,700.00 World 
Bank 

Community Completed 

2 Irrigation Tebabui 12,700.00 World 
Bank 

       “ Completed 

3 Access Road Marobo 12,500.00 World 
Bank 

       “ Completed 

4 Irrigation Bilimau & 
Halecou 

950,000.00  TFET Contractor Underway  

5 Irrigation Mautalo  8,000.00  USAID Community Completed 

6 Irrigation Lotan  9,000.00  USAID        “ Underway 

      

 
 
c. Irrigation Rehabilitation Program for 2002: 
 

1. Irrigation Marco (Cailaco) 
2. Irrigation Mautalo (Cailaco) 
3. Irrigation Lotan (Balibo) 
4. Irrigation Soilaco (Balibo) 
5. For agriculture from Soso to Mehen (Maliana). 
 
 

3. Livestock/: 
    The number of large farm animals in Bobonaro district can be seen in 
the below table: 
 

1. Table: Number of Large Farm Animals. 
No Sub District Cows Buffalo Horses Vaccinated 

cows 
Vaccinated 
buffalo 

1 Maliana 2369 1045 99 2269 823 

2 Atabae 1796 2546 285 1494 704 

3 Bobonaro 4781 733 495 4592 498 

4 Cailaco 2269 1973 290 2227 1456 

5 Balibo 2750 211 46 2720 125 

6 Lolotoe 3040 - - 1998 - 

 Total 18005 6508 1215 15300 3608 
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2. Table: The number of small farm animals and poultry in Bobonaro 
district. 

 
No Sub District Goats Sheep Pigs Chickens Ducks 

1 Maliana 732 - 2393 3644 - 

2 Atabae 730 20 1077 743 - 

3 Balibo 433 - 910 1281 - 

4 Bobonaro 1203 158 3950 7027 - 

5 Cailaco 403 8 1177 2872 15 

6 Lolotoe - - - - - 

 Total 2841 186 9507 15567 15 

 
 

Table: Government aid animals in Bobonaro district according to sub-
district. 

         Buffalo             Cows No Sub District 

Male Female  Male   Female 

   
Chickens 

1 Maliana 3 26 9 45 900 

2 Cailaco 3 19 2 9 1205 

3 Atabae 1 11 2 9 800 

4 Balibo 5 15 1 17 500 

5 Bobonaro 4 20 2 10 9700 

6 Lolotoe - - 5 18 2500 

 Total 18 91 24 99 15605 

 
From the number of farm animals above, some of the large animals, 
except for horses are slaughtered every day.  On average the slaughter 
rate of animals per week is 9-10 cows + buffalo.  So the average rate of 
slaughters each month = 24 – 32 animals. 
 
Clean meat sold per cow or buffalo slaughtered is about 300kg.  This 
amount is sold every day.  This means that for one month the amount of 
clean meat sold ranges from 7200 kg to 9600 kg.  This meat is bought 
partly by restaurants and simple warungs in Maliana. 
The price of clean meat per Kg= US $2.50, and for meat mixed with 
bones US $1.50. 
 

4. Fisheries: 
 
In Bobonaro district there are two sub-districts, Atabae and Balibo, 
which carry out activities in the fisheries sector.  In these two sub-
districts the majority of the population makes their livelihood in 
fisheries, from Loes to Batugade.  Apart from salt water fish there are 
also people carrying out enterprises with fresh water fish, such as: 
goldfish, catfish, mujair and gabus, however the fish which is most 
popular with the community is the goldfish.  Members of the community 
who work in fisheries are spread throughout the sub-district.  Fisheries 
consist of three smaller sectors, which are: 
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1. Sea fishing 
2. Fresh water fish cultivation 
3. Salt water 
 
Fish production: 
1. Fish caught from the ocean per day before the fishermen received 

fishing aid packets was as follows: 
- Average per day for catching fish 20-50kg. 
- Rate of production each month = 105-150kg of fish 
 

This estimated rate of production is a rate based on fish catches and 
on consumption by the community. 

 
2. Catches of fish from the ocean each day, after the fishing aid packets 

were distributed is as follows: 
- Fish caught per day 50-100kg  
- Fish caught per month on average 150-300kg. 
 
1. Table: Number of fishermen in 2000/2001 can be seen in the below 
table: 
Sub 
District 

Village Group Number of 
groups 

Number of 
group members  

Total 

Balibo Batugade 
Sanirin 

Batugade 
Sanirin 

      8 
    20 

10-12 
  3-6 

  82 
100 

Atabae Aidabaleten 
 
 
 
Rairobo 

Biacou 
Sulilaran 
Kutubaba 
Tasimean 
Loes 

    10 
    26 
      5 
      7 
      1 

     3 
     3-5 
     5 
     5 
   10 

 

 
2. Table: Number of fishing fleets, 2000/2001 

Number of boats 
according to size 

Sub 
District 

Village Group 

> 6 m   <6 m 

Total Notes  

Balibo Batugade 
Sanirin 

Batugade 
Palaka 

     3 
     6 

   20 
   15 

    23 
    21 

Motorboats 
        

Atabae Aidabaleten 
 
 
 
Rairobo 

Biacou 
Sulilaran 
Kutubaba 
Tasimean 
Loes 

    4 
    8 
    5 
    5 
    - 

   57 
   70 
   31 
   30 
     2 

    61 
    78 
    36 
    35 
      2 

One boat has a 
motor inside, 
however there is no 
inventory yet 

 
 
 
Note:     The number of fishing fleets is constantly changing due to 
additional equipment for fishing like motors and boats, both from the 
government and from the NGOs and individual enterprises. 
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The aid which has been given to the fishing community in Balibo and 
Atabae is as follows: 
 
 
1. Aid from NGO CESVI   : 7 outboard motors 3,5 PK 

                : 15 monofilament nets. 
       This aid was given to the fishermen in Atabae sub-district. 
 
2.   Aid from CCF                : 102 monofilament nets 
                        : 2 freezers 
                  : 1 generator (7000 W) 
This aid was given to 6 fishing groups in Sanirin village (Palaca). 
 
2. Aid from the Chinese government through the East Timor 

Transitional Government (ETPA) in the form of: 
1. Yamaha engines15 PK     : 18 unit 
2. 1-2 cm monofilament nets    : 35 piece 
3. 1-2.5 cm multifilament nets    : 79 piece 
4. Life jackets      : 154 jackets 
5. Oil lamps      : 154 unit 
6. Lead weights      : 53 kg 
7. Mono thread      : 183 rolls 
8. Multi thread      : 521 rolls 
9. Rope 8 mm      : 34 rolls 
10. Rope 6 mm      : 94 rolls 
11. Small cool boxes     : 24 unit 
12. Large cool boxes     : 5 unit 

 
Of 5 available large cool boxes, two have already been given to the 
fishermen, but there are 3 which are still being held by the government 
or stored in the fisheries storehouse in Hera. 
Until now, the methods of fishing used by the fishermen have been 
netting fish, fishing with a rod and using a throw net.  The types of nets 
used are: circular nets, ivsang (fish gills?) nets and panciong (fish 
hooks?). 
Fresh water cultivation until now has been increasing, this can be seen 
through the number of requests for fish sperm from farmers in this 
region. 
 
 

Forestry 
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The total forested area of Bobonaro district is 65075 hectares, equivalent 
to 9 % of Bobonaro district. 
 
The greening project which has been carried out in Bobonaro District 
was greening on the 12 January in Atabae sub-district. There are projects 
yet to be implemented in 3 locations:  
1. Atabae village 
2. Leolima village (Balibo) 

3. Lahomea village (Maliana) 
 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES 
 

EDUCATION SECTOR 
Formal education is a necessity for each person, as apart from obtaining 
sufficient knowledge, education also increases human resources.  Efforts 
to increase human resources through formal education must certainly be 
balanced with provision of physical and non-physical means which are 
adequate for all stages of education including pre-school, primary 
school, high school and tertiary education.  
 
In 1998/1999 the number of primary schools rose compared to the 
previous years.  There were 120 primary schools and 12 junior high 
schools throughout the sub-district.  Pre-schools and senior high schools 
were centered in Maliana, due to the fact that the equipment and 
infrastructure was not available in the sub-districts 
 
In the era of Transitional Government, in 2002, there were 2 senior high 
schools, 8 junior high schools and 93 primary schools (37 core primary 
schools and 56 sub-primary schools) throughout the district. 
 

The number of junior and senior high school teachers in Bobonaro 
district: 
Senior high school teachers: 
26 teachers in Liceu Maliana. 
14 teachers in Maliana College. 

 
Junior high school teachers: 
23 teachers in Maliana junior high school. 
10 teachers in Maliana College. 
7 teachers in Atabae junior high school 
9 teachers in Balibo junior high school 
7 teachers in Gumer junior high school Bobonaro. 
8 teachers in Bobonaro town junior high school 
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9 teachers in Cailaco junior high school. 
7 teachers in Lolotoe junior high school. 
 
Total number of senior high school teachers: 40 (forty) 
Total number of junior high school teachers: 80 (eighty) 
 
For more details, the number of core/sub primary schools, junior high 
schools and senior high schools, the number of teachers, and the number 
of students can be seen in the summary table below: 
 
 
Summary list of schools (primary, junior high and senior high) in 
Bobonaro district: 
 

School Status No Name of 
sub-district 

Name of School 

Principal Sub- 
Primary 

Number 
of 
Students 

Number 
of 
Teachers 

1. 
2. 

Maliana 
Maliana 

Liceu Senior High 
College Senior High 

 - 
 - 

  - 
  - 

   775 
   286 

    26 
    14 
 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

Maliana 
Maliana 
Atabae 
Balibo 
Cailaco 
Bobonaro 
Bobonaro 
Lolotoi 

State Junior High 
College Junior High 
State Junior High 
Catholic Junior High 
State Junior High 
Catholic Junior High 
N.Gumer Junior High 
State Junior High 

 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 

  - 
  - 
  - 
  - 
  - 
  - 
  - 
  - 

1069 
  190                 
231 
  219 
  147 
  249 
  194 
  258 

    33 
    10 
      7 
      9 
      9 
      8 
      7 
      7 
 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

Maliana 
Atabae 
Balibo 
Cailaco 
Bobonaro 
Lolotoi 

Maliana Primary  
Atabae Primary  
Balibo Primary  
Cailaco Primary  
Bobonaro Primary 
Lolotoi Primary  

 10 
   4 
   3 
   4 
 12 
   4 

  6 
  4 
  6 
11 
19 
11 

 4.744 
 1.885       
1.742   
1.797 
6.009 
1.988 

     99 
     38 
     30 
     38 
    134 
      42 
 

 

 

 

Main Problem 
There is a limit of quality teachers for junior and senior high schools in 
Bobonaro district.  Many schools are still damaged (in bad condition), 
meaning that there is no floor, walls or door.  
Sanitation facilities need to be installed in all schools. 
There are too many students in all classes – classrooms need to be added 
in all schools (primary, junior and senior high). 
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There is a shortage of boarding facilities for students who come from far 
away. 
In Maliana there is a library, but there are not enough library books.  
There are not enough chairs for primary, junior and senior high school 
students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Priorities 
Teacher training needs to be held (junior and senior high). 
There need to be further courses for primary, junior high and senior high 
school teachers in Portuguese language.   
Clean water and sanitation need to be installed in all schools. 
Chairs need to supplied for primary, junior high and senior high school 
students.  
A District Education Sector Office needs to be built / rehabilitated in 
Maliana. 

 

HEALTH SECTOR 
 
Development of the Heath sector is very important to raise the level of 
health, both quality wise and quantity wise.  To this end, the East Timor 
Heath Department, through CISPE, has recruited professional health 
workers who have been working in 6 sub-districts, and supported them 
with adequate facilities.  We are aware that health services have not yet 
reached the expected target as there are 143 villages which are difficult 
for the health services to reach.  It is estimated that there are 9809 people 
from 152 villages spread throughout Bobonaro district who do not have 
access to health services. 
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Health Facilities/Access: 
1. Hospital in Maliana 
2. Sub-district clinics: Balibo, Atabae Kota, Opa/Lolotoi 

Marco/Cailaco, and Bobonaro town. 
3. Health Posts: Atabae (Aidabaleten, Rairobo), Balibo (Batugade, 

Kova), Bobonaro (Hauba, Marobo, Sibuni) 
4. Cailaco (Bilimau, Genulai, Raiheu) 
5. Lolotoi (Gildapil) 
6. Maliana (Saburai) 
7. The mobile clinic functions once or twice a month, meaning that the 

community receives adequate services. 
 

Use of Health Services: 
The number of clinic consultations in Bobonaro in 2001 (consisting of 
several sub-districts) was 106 781 ( Quarter I 17 476, II 18 758, III 
46.248, IV 24 299), and for 2002 from January –March the number was 
29 374 outpatient consultations. 
The number of visits from Antenatal patients in 2001 was 3 732 (Quarter 
I 955, II 273, III 893, IV 1 081) and in 2002 from January-March was 
1096 visits.         
  
97 traditional healers assisted in births in 2001 (Quarter I 23, II 2, III 38, 
IV 64) and in 2002 from January-March, traditional healers assisted in 
63 births.  
Midwives: 685 (Quarter I 140, II 102, III 213, IV 230) and in 2002 from 
January-March midwives assisted in 199 births. 
 
For the fourth quarter of 2002-2003 there was a plan to open 5 new 
health posts, including: 
1. Atabae Sub-district (Damlaran) 
2. Balibo Sub-district (Leolima) 
3. Bobonaro Sub-district (Lour dan Leber) 
4. Lolotoi Sub-district (Guda). 
      
Bobonaro district has already been chosen to have a regional hospital 
with all necessary facilities including a specialists.  The regional hospital 
construction program will begin in February 2003.  This will mean that 
access to health services stretches further in the coming years.  Reserve 
vehicles such as ambulances will only be used to pick up sick people / 
patients.        
      
With this plan, we hope that the development program for the health 
sector can reach the necessary targets for staff and facilities to provide 



 29 

health services to the community in East Timor, and specifically in 
Bobonaro district. 

 
 
 
 
BOBONARO DISTRICT CIVIL SERVICE 
 
The Bobonaro district Administration is headed by an Administrator 
with 16 staff under him/her.  This sector consists of:  
 
No. Sector Name 

1. Civil Administration 

2. 6 (six) Sub-districts (Atabae, Balibo, Bobonaro, Cailaco,Lolotoe and Maliana) 

3. Development Officer 

4. Education 

5. Health 

6. Agriculture 

7. Infrastructure 

8. Land and Property 

9. Finance 

10. Civil Registration 

11. Personnel 

 
          
The number of civil servants per sector is as follows: 

                Level     Total No. Sector Name Number 
of Civil 
Servants 

VI V IV III II I Per
man
ent 

Tem
pora
ry 

Notes 

1. Civil 
Administration 

     9  1  1 - 1 2 4    9     -  

2. Sub.District 
Atabae 

   45 -  1   8 35 - 1 44    1  

3. Sub.District 
Balibo 

   53 - - 13 39 - 1 47    6  

4. Sub.District 
Bobonaro 

 165 - 1 20 143 - 1 164    1  

5. Sub. District 
Cailaco 

   63 - 1 11 49 1 1  63    -  

6. Sub.District 
Lolotoe 

   59 - 1 11 45 1 1  56    3  

7. Sub.District 
Maliana 

 169 - - 46 123 - - 169    -  

8. Development 
Officer 

     1 - -  1 - - -    1    -  

 SECTORS :           

9. Education    11 1 1 5 4 - -   11    -  

10. Health    30 1 3 10 6 2 8   19   11  
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11. Agriculture      7 - 1 2 4 - -     6     1  

12. Infrastructure      3 - - - 2 1 -     2     1  

13. Land &Property      3 - - 3 - - -     3     -  

14. Finance      1 - - 1 - - -     1     -  

15. Civil 
Registration 

     3 - - - 3 - -     3     -  

 Sub. Total :  3 10 132 454 7 17 598  24  

 
Total Number:……………………………………..: 598 + 24 = 622. 
  
 
 

CIVILIAN POLICE 
 
Police force in Bobonaro district: 
1. 46 international police ( males 43, females 3). 
2. 78 national police (TPLS) (males 55, females 23). 
3. Total of 124 police in Bobonaro district. 
 
Police are spread across each sub-district (Atabae, Balibo, Bobonaro, 
Cailaco, Maliana and Lolotoi).  In 2000 there were no police in Lolotoi 
sub-district, but in 2002 police have been posted to this sub-district. 
 

Main Activities  
 
1. Monitoring political conflict in the sub-districts. 
2. Patrolling with PKF. 
3. Efforts to decrease the number of traffic accidents. 
4. Police Committee. 
 
It also needs to be noted that police work in Bobonaro district, especially 
in Maliana town and in the sub-district towns, with patrols for security 
from conflict, and traffic safety has reached 70%, compared to the year 
2000.  Border security and town security in the district is better in the 
year 2002. 
  

Border Control (Alfandega) : 
Carrying out Border Control duties (Alfandega) in Bobonaro district 
consists of supervision, control and checking for goods being sold on the 
black market.  
Turiscai, Atos (Lolotoe), Maubussa (Balibo), and Memo.  
The goods being sold on the black market (legal goods) include: 
 
- Staple foods. 
- Motorbikes 
- Televisions 
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- Four wheeled vehicles (buses, microlets) 
- Computers, tapes, radios, etc. 
- Fuel (petrol, kerosene, diesel) 
- Alcohol (beer, sprits, wine, etc.) 
- Clothing, tobacco, etc. 
 
Banned goods include: 
- Drugs (permission must be obtained from the health department) 
- Ammunition  
- Weapons  
 
One obstacle for the Border Control Officers is to keep track of people 
going in and out over the border without passports/official permission, 
due to the fact that the border is very long, and it is difficult to reach all 
areas with the limited number of personnel available. 
 
The Turiscai market will be legalised on the 9 May 2002, and a 
permanent border control/customs post will be established together with 
taxation rules. 
 
 
Taxes/duties are determined at: 
1. Alcohol: 

- Beer, Spirits etc.     : USD $1.50 per litre 
- Wine     : USD $1.50 per litre 
 

2    Tobacco    : USD $15 per Kg 
      Fuel         : USD $0.50 per litre 
      Televisions  : USD 10 % of the buying price  
      Computers   : USD 10 % of the buying price 
      Motorbikes  : USD 10 % of the buying price 
      Buses/Microlets  : USD 15 % of the buying price 
 
 
 
 

Notes: 
There is information that there will be a regulation that traders crossing 
the border must go through border control and present their receipt of 
goods.  If they do not comply with border control procedure they will be 
subject to predetermined fines.  Agricultural produce (sandalwood, teak, 
redwood, coffee) may not be sold on the black market / over the border 
without government permission.     
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OTHER INFORMATION 
 
Human Rights 
In 1999, in Bobonaro district there were also serious violations of human 
rights, where over 200 people were killed, on the 12 April 1999 in 
Marco/Cailaco and on the 9 September 1999 in Maliana police station, 
and also in other places such as Bobonaro, Lolotoi, Balibo and Atabae. 
These events were carried out by the militia groups Dadurus Merah 
Putih, Halilintar, Guntur, and others, supported by the Indonesian Army. 
 
During 1999 there was also violence and intimidation towards women, 
and illegal detention of pro-independence political activists.  There was 
also forced movement of the Bobonaro district community to become 
refugees in West Timor. 
          
The Serious Crimes Unit (SCU) has carried out investigations of priority 
cases in the district from 2000 until 2002, and has already investigated 5 
cases of serious crimes, and several human rights abuses during the 
period of January until October 1999. 
 
The total number of returnees from 1999 until January 2002 was 74 299. 
According to information from UNHCR employees and from PKF 
Batugade, the number of returnees in March was more than 4000 people.  
In April there were 541 returnees.  
 


